FINDING COMFORT

A Mother’s Wis

TOGETHER

By Jar Markey Children’s Cowmssior
Hogpece of Linile Tronverse Bay

“I'm going to miss this place.” Denise said as we lefi
the city.

| asked Angie, “Would you like to come back?”

“Majorly!” was the happy response.

The idea for the trip came about prior to Denise’s
mother's death from cancer in November. Denise and her
mother had a special affinity for dolphins. Today, Denise
wears a dolphin necklace and ring that her mother gave
her for Christmas and her mother’s dolphin earrings. She
finds comfort in envisioning dolphins swimming in the
sea. Denise’s mom's last wish was for her daughter to be
able to see a live dolphin. She learned just davs before her
death that the Christ Child Society of Northern Michigan
had agreed to finance a trip to Shedd Aquarium for Denise
and her friend Angile, whose dad had recently died in an
automobile accident.

Denise and Angie were good friends from the Char-Em
Community Base Program before the death of their
parents, but they have become especially close since. The
trip was beneficial for the girls in many ways—not least,
giving them something to look forward to during a
difficult time of transition and adjustment. Together they
helped plan the trip, brainstormed questions for a special
one-on-one séssion with a dolphin trainer, and moved
ahead with their plans even though they were a bit
anxious and apprehensive. The trip gave them a chance to
practice their independence skills, gain new knowledge,
and discover that interesting and happy experiences can
lie on the other side of sad and difficult times

It also gave them an opportunity to stay connected to

broadened for Denise Lee and Angie Jurek as a result of
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Angie brought aldhg
one of her dad's
favorite Elvis tapes fior
the car ride. Denise
said when she was
watching the dolphins
jump and swim she
“felt like my maom

was there with us,

like she was one of

the dolphins. It made
me happy and sad.”

If Denise’s mom
had been there, | think
she would have smiled
o see how the girls
enjoved themselves,
asked questions, listened attentively, and leamned. They
learned from Maggie the dolphin trainer that dolphins
seem to know when humans are injured or ill; they
learned about protecting the environment; and they
leamed that the skills thev use as volunteers at the Little
Traverse Bay Humane Societv are some of the same skills
used to train dolphins.

As a special thank you—to Shedd Aquarium, which
provided free VIP tickets, and to the Christ Child Society—
the girls used part of their trip money to make a donation
to the Aquarium, in memory of Denise’s mother, Lynn
Lee, and Angie's father, Eugene Jurek.

Ange jurek and Dencse Lee oulside
the Shedd Agquarium in Chicago
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Celebrating the
American Spirit
of Volunteering!

Hospice of Little Traverse Bay hosted

their fourth annual volunteer Fecognition

dinner al Stafford’s Perry Hotel on May 2.

This event provided the opportunity for

Hospice stalf to express their appreciation

to the volunteers who make such a big
difference in the organization. State
Representative Scott Shackleton shared his
thoughts on volunteering and hospice in a |
special tribute (o the volunteers.

Since the beginning, volunteers have |
played a special role in the growth of our [
hospice, sharing their time, energy and
expertise. Volunteers are absolutely vital in
fulfilling the hospice mission to care for
patients and families facing the end of life.
From office work and fund raising to sitting
with patients, our volunteers are a partof |
the hospice family.
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